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WHEN IS ALL THIS WRITING GOING TO 
END?? You’re almost there (for this year, 
anyway)! This time, the choice is up to you. You’ve 
written narratives, expository pieces and tried out 
the persuasive pen. If you want to produce a 
different piece using one of the genres you’ve 
already studied, go for it! (Lost the tip sheets? 
Download them from our school website.)  
http://hcs.hickmanschools.org/writing-packets.html 

If you want to try something new, think about 
poetry, a summary, or a response to literature. 
Poetry is fun, but chances are when you are a 4th or 
7th grader, you might meet up with a summary or 
response to literature when you take the 
standardized state writing test, so this could be a 
good chance to practice for it! Or, you could write a 
summary or response to literature in the form of a 
poem! Wouldn’t that be fun?  

SEARCH!! Think about books you’ve read or 
movies you’ve seen this year. Is there one that stands 
out in your mind as a favorite? Maybe in your reading 
text you read an excerpt from a book that you think 
you might enjoy. Track down the book and read the 
whole thing. Then, get ready to write! 

FOCUS! It’s easy to confuse a summary and a 
response to literature. Focus on the task required by 
each kind of writing. A summary repeats or retells 
what was in the original piece of writing; only in a 
much shorter form. A response reflects, and has 
more of “you” in the writing. Responses make 
connections, so they require more thinking to write 
because these connections go beyond the book 
itself. Making connections is like comparing. Ask 
yourself how something is the same or different. A 
“text to text” connection means that you compare 
something from one book to another book. A “text 
to self” connection pairs something from the book 
with something from your own experiences. Finally, 
a “text to world” connection relates the book to 
something in the world!  

You’ve already written fictional and personal 
narratives, as well as expository and persuasive 
pieces. Let’s see how those types of writing can be 
used as the basis for a summary or response to 
literature. (Note that for persuasion, a response would 
be more appropriate than a summary.) What would a 

fictional narrative response to literature look like? Try 
writing a different ending to the story. Perhaps the 
story was about a character who made some wrong 
choices that affected the outcome. Could you change 
one of the choices so that the character learned a new 
or different lesson in the story?  

Poems are great for summaries, because they are 
often short, and summaries are short. To practice, 
reverse the process. Read a poem and then write the 
story that you hear in the poem.  

All of the reading textbooks available at the school 
contain poems that you could use. When you’re 
ready, take some notes from the book or story that 
you read. Note the beginning, key events, and how 
it ends. Then fit those major points into poetic form.  

ORGANIZE Like the other pieces you’ve written 
this year, summaries and responses to literature 
have beginnings, middles and ends. An important 
difference is that responses to literature contain 
points about the story, as well as your reflection 
about what happened in the story. When you’re 
making connections, it might be helpful to use this 
web tool to organize your comparisons: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-
30066.html  

WRITE Brainstorm to gather details that you can 
use to develop your story. Remember, just like other 
pieces you’ve written, your reader will “experience” 
what you write through the words you choose. Use 
specific, concrete details rather than vague ones.  

Use action verbs instead of “verbs of being” (be, 
am, is, are, was, were, being, been). Use brightly 
colored words, not gray foggy ones!  

REVISE  It makes your writing better! A good way 
to start the revision process is to find a good listener, 
and read your story aloud. Somehow, it just seems 
“different” if you hear it than if you just read it! 

SHARE! After you’re satisfied that you’ve done 
your best, print your story on fancy paper, add a 
border or picture or clipart. Send it to your 
grandma. Stick it on the refrigerator. Enter a 
contest. Or….. give it to your EC!!! 

http://hcs.hickmanschools.org/writing-packets.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/compare-contrast-30066.html
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READ Before you hand 
your children a paper 
and pencil and ask them 
to write, show them 
examples of what you 
want them to do.  
 

Need examples? Look 
no further than our 
adopted reading texts. Both the Houghton Mifflin 
and the Prentice Hall books contain examples of 
responses to literature. Read the examples in the 
text, or select others.  
Houghton-Mifflin 4 Journeys, page 382 
Houghton-Mifflin 5 Expeditions, page 334 
Houghton-Mifflin 6 Triumphs, page 352 
Prentice-Hall 7 Bronze, page 696-699 
Prentice Hall 8 Silver, page 7-9; 791-801 
 

PROVIDE TOOLS The “student tips” portion of 
this packet provides a website link for a “compare 
and contrast” tool that can be used to help students 
practice organizing their thought for a response to 
literature comparison. The site to which this link 
refers contains a number of student interactive 
activities that might be good tools for organization. 
Summary writing is addressed through using their 
“Bio-Cube”: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/intera
ctives/bio_cube/ 

The interactive venn diagram tool is useful for 
comparisons and connections: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/intera
ctives/venn/ 

ENCOURAGE As with previous writing domains, 
look for ways to encourage his/her efforts! When it 
comes time to revise, select one area to emphasize. 
Perhaps reorganizing sentences would make the 
work easier to read. Being more intentional with 
word choice might make for more interesting 
reading. Focus on one element at a time: 
punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure. 
(Even though you don’t make every correction 
possible, make mental notes of areas that you’ll 
want to be sure to cover during the course of your 
teaching apart from writing.) 

LANGUAGE 
MECHANICS? 
GRAMMAR? Use the 
summary quiz available 
on the website. (An 
answer sheet is there 
also…) If you identify 
particular areas of 
struggle, use the bold 

headers as key words to search for in a grade-level-
appropriate Write Source book available for 
checkout from the Annex. Can’t get to the annex? 
Download this to use until you can get the Write 
Source books! 
http://grammargator.com/sample/grammargatorTea
cher.pdf  

Free Choice Writing Thoughts: 
 A response reflects the position of the writer 

with respect to a reading or movie viewing. 
 A summary shortens a story by just retelling the 

main points. “Just the facts, Jack!” 
 A poem can be either fact or fictional. 
 

 

SIX KIDS??? Don’t despair! Just like you did with 
other domains this year, have them all write about 
the same thing! If you’re going to do a response to 
literature, read a book together. Then orally either 
summarize (easier for younger children) or reflect 
on what you read. Poetry? First, read some poetry!! 
Then, brainstorm together to decide on a style and 
topic for your poetry. Work on a list of rhyming 
words, if appropriate for your chosen style of 
poetry. (Print the Grades 2-3 “25 types” handout for 
samples of poetic styles.) 

Once that’s done, start the writing. A younger child 
might do well to produce a 5 sentence paragraph 
(topic sentence, 3 details and a concluding 
sentence). Older kids could follow the same model, 
only write 5 paragraphs instead of 5 sentences: an 
introductory paragraph followed by paragraphs for 
each of the “connections”, and finally a “what I 
learned” paragraph for a conclusion. That middle 
kid could do 3 paragraphs: beginning, middle, end.  

Next, revise and edit by having a group sharing time 
and let everyone read his/her piece. Encourage 
input, but require that ideas be shared in pairs: first 
a compliment, then a constructive point!  

Finally, have fun producing final drafts—dress 
them up with special paper, pictures, drawings, etc.  

NEED MORE? Check out the annotated list of 
web references posted on our school web page! 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/bio_cube/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/bio_cube/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/venn/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/venn/
http://grammargator.com/sample/grammargatorTeacher.pdf
http://grammargator.com/sample/grammargatorTeacher.pdf


Free Choice Web References 
 
Whether you’re just searching for an idea, an appropriate graphic organizer, or a complete 
teaching unit on teaching how to write a response to literature, you’ll surely find something of 
use in the web sites reviewed below. Really, they represent only the tip of the iceberg. But for 
now, the tip of the iceberg is enough!! 
 
http://www.sanchezclass.com/docs/literature-response.pdf 
This is a list of sentence starters that address various responses to literature, such as  
 I loved the way… 
 I realized… 
 I was surprised…   
Use it as a conversation starter to introduce response to literature, or let your student(s) choose a 
one to actually get started with writing a response. 
 
http://www.sanchezclass.com/docs/ask-yourself.pdf 
This single page could be used as a graphic organizer for a book report, or for younger children, 
it could be a finished piece of writing! 
 
http://www.sanchezclass.com/docs/one-sentence-summary-chart.pdf 
Use this organizer to get started with summary writing. After providing words and phrases about 
various parts of a book, students are guided to produce a single sentence that summarizes the 
book. From this summary, older students could proceed to write several paragraphs using each of 
the ideas as a single paragraph. 
 
http://www.occgate.org/conf/2008/rjanszrev.pdf 
If you really want to spend time helping your students understand and develop the skill of 
writing a response to literature, study the information in this teaching unit. It includes specific 
helps for teachers, as well as word lists, graphic organizers, samples of student writing, step-by-
step instructions for students, and more!  
 
http://www.nancyfetzer.com/pdf/writing/response_to_Lit.pdf 
For those who want to go far above and beyond, this site might prove helpful. It is even more 
extensive than the previous link, and definitely would be better suited to jr. high age students, or 
even high schoolers! 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type_filtering=6-16-18-20&resource_type=16 
The “ReadWriteThink” people really know how to produce student interactives that are both 
useful and fun for students to use. You’ll find tools that are helpful for almost any type of writing 
that you might wish for your student(s) to do. They cover a wide range of topics and grade 
levels. 
 
http://www.sanchezclass.com/docs/5%20Types%20of%20Poems.pdf 
This is a one-page reference that models five different styles of poetry. Use it to explore and 
experiment with writing different types of poetry. After you identify a style that your student(s) 
enjoy, then search for more specific teaching information for that particular style.  
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FREE CHOICE WRITING SAMPLE RUBRIC 
 

Name_________________________________________Date______________________ 

Assignment/Title__________________________________________________________ 

Type of Writing (poetry, summary, response to literature, narrative, etc.)________________________ 
 
I think….            Parent/Teacher thinks… 
 
 4 3 2 1                             Is it interesting to read?                                  4 3 2 1  

Writing is easy to understand and follow. (organization, idea) 
Detail is precise and rich.. (word choice) 

Reader’s attention is captured. (idea, voice) 
Sentences show variety in length, beginning words, type and structure. (fluency) 

An appropriate amount of information is given. (idea) 
The text sounds good when read aloud. (fluency) 

 
 4 3 2 1                      Is it easy to read and understand?                        4 3 2 1  

The writing clearly has a beginning, middle and end. (organization) 
A reader can easily identify the opinion of the writer. 

The opinion is supported with 3 or more clear reasons. 
Each reason is supported with details: facts or other appropriate information. (older students) 

Appropriate transitional words and phrases enhance the paper’s flow. (organization) 
Sentences are grammatically and structurally correct: no run-ons or fragments. (fluency, conventions) 

Paragraphs are structured: topic sentence, details, closing or bridge sentence. (organization) 
Spelling, capitalization and punctuation are correct. (conventions) 

 
 4 3 2 1                            Is the assignment complete?                           4 3 2 1 . 

The writing is of a persuasive nature. 
A graphic organizer or plan has been used and is attached. 

A rough draft (attached) shows evidence of revision and editing. 
The final draft is visually attractive and appropriate for the purpose of the assignment. 

 
In complete sentences, use the vocabulary of this rubric to tell what you like about this piece of writing. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tell what you will seek to improve in your next piece of writing. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NAME:_______________________________________________ 
 

Language Mechanics Summary Quiz 
 

Use of apostrophes: possession and contractions 
The snake sheds (it’s, its) skin every few months. 
 
Beth said that (it’s, its) a little colder outside today than it was yesterday. 
 
The speaker (who’s, whose) next won the award. 
 
Word choice/spelling 
The carpenter put his (plain, plane) away in the toolbox. 
 
Is that behavior against his (principals, principles)? 
 
She will be on stage in an (hour, our). 
 
(Our, Hour) best chance to catch a toad is to wait here. 
 
Jesse and Kim always ride (there, their) bikes to the park. 
 
It is always (quiet, quite) in the library. 
 
Camels are found in the (desert, dessert). 
 
Fragments/Sentences 
Fragment or sentence: Mike was standing outside. 
 
Fragment or sentence: Anna, my very best friend in the world. 
 
Verb Choice 
Most of the work had (begun, began) by that time. 
 
I thought you (were, was) there by the pool. 
 
My dad (come, came) home late for dinner last night. 
 
We (go, gone, went) with your neighbor to the graduation. 
 
Capitalize correctly: 
we ordered delicious chinese food last night. 
 
our librarian’s favorite authors are e. b. white and a. a. milne.  
 
Separate into two sentences: 
The kids are going out for pizza, then they plan to see a movie. 
 
Mrs. Sanders has a tiny dog, it is a Pomeranian. 



NAME:_______________________________________________ 
ANSWERS: Language Mechanics Summary Quiz 

 
Use of apostrophes: possession and contractions 
The snake sheds (it’s, its) skin every few months. 
 
Beth said that (it’s, its) a little colder outside today than it was yesterday. 
 
The speaker (who’s, whose) next won the award. 
 
Word choice/spelling 
The carpenter put his (plain, plane) away in the toolbox. 
 
Is that behavior against his (principals, principles)? 
 
She will be on stage in an (hour, our). 
 
(Our, Hour) best chance to catch a toad is to wait here. 
 
Jesse and Kim always ride (there, their) bikes to the park. 
 
It is always (quiet, quite) in the library. 
 
Camels are found in the (desert, dessert). 
 
Fragments/Sentences 
Fragment or sentence: Mike was standing outside. 
 
Fragment or sentence: Anna, my very best friend in the world. 
 
Verb Choice 
Most of the work had (begun, began) by that time. 
 
I thought you (were, was) there by the pool. 
 
My dad (come, came) home late for dinner last night. 
 
We (go, gone, went) with your neighbor to the graduation. 
 
Capitalize correctly: 
we ordered delicious chinese food last night. 
We ordered delicious Chinese food last night. 
our librarian’s favorite authors are e. b. white and a. a. milne.  
Our librarian’s favorite authors are E. B. White and A. A. Milne. 
 
Separate into two sentences: 
The kids are going out for pizza, then they plan to see a movie. 
The kids are going out for pizza. Then they plan to see a movie. 
Mrs. Sanders has a tiny dog, it is a Pomeranian. 
Mrs. Sanders has a tiny dog. It is a Pomeranian. 


	Tips for Free Choice
	Free Choice Web Links
	Free Choice Rubric
	I think….            Parent/Teacher thinks…

	Mechanics Quiz
	Mechanics Quiz Answers

