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December 2016 
Journal/Daily Writing Topics:  Hats ’n Holidays! 

Use links provided to research special December days, then write informatively about them. Hats? They keep your head warm on cold December days, but there is more! Who might wear each one? When in history might they have been 
worn? What does the hat tell about the job of the wearer? Write an informative paragraph, a fun story, draw a fun cartoon with captions… Use your imagination!! And have fun with it! 
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Today, we remember Pearl 
Harbor. Use this link as a 
starting point to learn more… 
http://www.nps.gov/usar/ 

8 9 

12 
St. Lucia Day is 
something you might 
celebrate if you share 
Swedish ancestry. 
Learn more:  
https://www.britannica.co
m/topic/St-Lucias-Day 

13 14 15 
Las Posadas launches the 
holiday season in Mexico. 
http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/chr
istmas.html 
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19 
Do some research about the 
Jewish holiday, Hanukkah! 
http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday
7.htm 
 

20 21 
Winter Solstice: 
Science:  
http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/astronom
y/WinterSolstice.html 
 

22 23 

26 27 
 

28 29 30 
Omisoka is the most important 
day of the year in the 
Japanese culture: find out why! 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omisoka 
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CyberWriter 
Hickman Charter School 

December 2016 Prompts 

The holiday season is now upon us. Wherever we are, holiday music fills the air. This 
month, let’s take incorporate your favorites into writing assignments that will “jingle”!! 
(How does a writing assignment “jingle”? It starts with planning, then proceeds to a 
rough draft, followed by revision and editing, finally ending with a published final draft!) 
If reading the words to favorite Christmas songs and poetry will help get your pencil 
going, ask your parents if you may click at this website: 
http://washingtonmo.com/christmas/ 
Descriptive: It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas  
Much of our most loved Christmas music uses precise word choice to 
paint a vivid picture for the listener. Words for all the senses are used. 
Think about “dashing through the snow,” or “I heard the bells…” Select 
a song that is descriptive, and then write the song in a “prose” form, 
expanding on the descriptive words in the song.  
Example: instead of “Dashing through the snow…” you might write 
“The newly fallen snow lay crisp and untouched as I quickly made my way across the 
meadow.”  

Narrative: Over the River and Through the Wood 
Read some of the childhood holiday favorites, such as “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” or “Frosty the Snowman.” Observe their narrative style. Then 
write a holiday narrative poem of your own. Sometimes this is easier to do if 
you make up your own words to go with a tune you already know. Oh—you 
noticed!! “Over the River…” is a Thanksgiving song, but it is still a narrative! 

Maybe you could turn it into a Christmas song! At this website you can find all the 
words: http://www.night.net/thanksgiving/s-over-river.html-ssi 
Informative: Did you know? 
It is fascinating to learn the history behind our Christmas favorites. Pick a 
song and do some research. Find out who wrote it, what the circumstances 
were at the time it was written, etc. Organize your research into a brief 
report. 

Opinion: I really want to sing this song! 
Your school (class, friends, family, whatever…) is having a Christmas program, 
and you’ve been asked to sing your favorite song. When you tell the organizers 
what your selection is, they inform you that it isn’t appropriate. Write a 
persuasive response, giving good reasons why you should be allowed to 
perform your favorite song. (You decide on the circumstances, then base your 
response on those circumstances.) 
 
Go to the CyberWriter web site for information on submitting writing samples:  

http://hcs.hickmanschools.org/cyberwriter.html 
Submit all writing by e-mail to Roxanne Lemos at: rlemos@hickmanschools.org  
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