Kindergarten News


Childhood is a journey, not a race…

Consider this…


"We may think we are helping to prepare our kids for the future when we organize all their time, when we continually ferry them from one adult-organized, adult-regulated activity to another. And, of course, to some degree these activities do promote culturally approved behavior as well as reinforce our roles as 'good' parents. But in fact we may be taking from them the time they need to discover for themselves their most vital talents and knowledge. We may be depriving them of access to an inner motivation for an activity that will later blossom into a motive force for life."

-Stuart Brown, M.D. (Play   How it Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the Soul, 2009) 
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Poems
First Snow
Snow makes whiteness where it falls.

The bushes look like popcorn-balls.

And places where I always play, 

Look like somewhere else today.

-Marie Louise Allen

Beyond Winter
Over the winter glaciers
I see the summer glow,

And through the wild-piled snowdrift

The warm rosebuds below.

-Ralph Waldo Emerson
                            The More It Snows
The more it SNOWS-tiddely-pom,

The more it GOES-tiddely-pom

The more it GOES-tiddley-pom

On Snowing.

And nobody KNOWS-tiddely-pom

How cold my TOES-tiddle-pom

How cold my TOES-tiddley-pom

Are Growing.

-A.A. Milne
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Physical Challenge
When hanging from the monkey bars, make sure your child knows how to drop. This gives them a confident way to dismount the bars. 
Reading

Since most of our Kinders know their letter names and sounds by now try playing Memory with sight words like I, can, see, me, and, cat, rat, fat. Write one word on two different index cards. Draw a line around each letter of a word to show its shape. After creating all the cards mix them up and turn them upside down. Can you and your child find matches and read the word to earn the cards. The person with the most cards at the end wins. 


   

Winter STEAM Challenges
Looking to add variety to your science experiments and keep your young scientist engaged this winter?  Here are a few websites to encourage their curiosity and wonder:
http://www.steampoweredfamily.com/activities/christmas-stem-activities/
http://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/25-days-of-christmas-stem-countdown-calendar-science-advent/
http://leftbraincraftbrain.com/2014/11/25/christmas-steam-advent-calendar/
