
Letter to Jed 
 
Jed is recognized in United States history as an explorer, hunter, trapper, and fur trader. 
BUT….much of what we know of him today has been learned from the journals and letters that 
he wrote. Jed was a writer!!! Now it’s your turn to be a writer, not of history, but reflecting on 
where history has taken us since Jed walked through California and the West.  
 
Imagine that you could write a letter to Jed. OK, he lived a long, long time ago, and you live 
today! If you could, what might you tell Jed about how our land has changed since the days of 
explorers and trappers? 
 
Writing requires organization! Look at the example below, and use the space on the back side to 
plan your letter, and then write a rough draft. Identify the three things that you are going to talk 
about—three things that are different about our state now from when Jed was here. (You do not 
have to use the ideas below—it’s there as an example. Feel free to change as long as you keep 
the organization the same!) Your letter is going to have five paragraphs: an introduction, three 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. After your mom/teacher has helped you make necessary 
changes and improvements, write your letter on the paper provided. Don’t forget to score your 
letter using the rubric on the back of the letter! 
 
Dear Jed, 
 
Introduction: 
Oh, if only you could see California today! It has changed so much since you explored here! 
Now we are a state, and we have many large cities, and the Valley where you walked is now 
filled with agricultural crops! 
 
Body #1: Statehood—tell him how California is now a state, and include some details that you 
have learned. 
 
Body #2: Cities—chose several of our larger cities and tell briefly about them 
 
Body #3: Valley agriculture—list crops grown, and tell how water has made it possible for 
agriculture to succeed in the valley. (Jed would have depended on rain to water any crops that he 
would have planted!!) 
 
Conclusion: 
So you see, Jed, that California has changed….. 
 
 
Do you have to write about statehood, cities and agriculture? NO NO NO!!! You pick what three 
things YOU want to write about!!!  


