
Write for Delight 

Toy Stories 

Week of December 19, 2016 

We’re getting close to the end of the “Toy Stories” unit, which means that right after vacation 
students will start working on their “Toy Shop Mystery” stories, which will be due on January 
23. It is our goal that students will be able to submit this assignment via our Google Classroom—
details to come! All submitted stories will be printed in a booklet that will be distributed to class 
members.  

In Class Today: 

Turn in homework: write around game story, with all parts and completed rubric.  

Writing Warmups: #60: Please continue to use the provided answer key to check your student’s 
work each week. 

Typing club: continue working a minimum of 3 sessions with a total of 30 minutes weekly. 
Those words per minute numbers are growing!!! As of 8 PM on December 18, the top word per 
minute listing slipped to 50, with 4 students surpassing 30 words per minute, and nearly every 
everyone else shows at least 20 wpm.  

Email to teachers: topic to be announced in class. Please continue to monitor your child’s use of 
their school email by signing into their account regularly. Their login information is taped  to the 
inside of their yellow folders. Accounts are within the “google” domain, so they can sign in from 
the regular google mail sign in page. Encourage them to choose their words carefully.  

Chapter Book Read Aloud: Mystery of the Sock Monkeys, Chapters 8-11 (we didn’t get to the 
reading last week, so the chapters listed are the same. 

Classtime Writing: 

In addition to the chapter book read-aloud, we’ll read a brief mystery together, and students will 
work in small groups to read and solve “quick solve” mysteries.  

Single Sentence Summaries: In class, students will write 3 single sentence summaries in 
preparation for planning and writing their Toy Shop Mysteries after vacation. 

Homework: 

In preparation for our upcoming Toy Shop Mystery stories, students will be exploring the rules 
for using dialogue: punctuating and paragraphing! See attached handouts. Complete “Happy 
Pairs” and return on January 9. (Answers are included on the handouts—check work!) That’s it! 



Punctuating Conversation  
 
 

Simple rules make punctuating dialogue easy:  
 
1. Put quotation marks around the spoken words. 
 
2. Every time a new person speaks, even if the last has said 
nothing more than, "Oh!" begin a new paragraph. That way, the 
paragraphing itself lets the reader know to expect a new voice.  
 

"What is your name?"  
"Jennifer Bradley.”  
“Could you possibly be related to the Bradleys who own the big 

department store downtown?”  
 
3. Separate the dialogue from the tag (the he or she said that 
identifies the speaker) with a comma, not a period. Use a question 
mark or exclamation mark when it is needed.  
 
"Tom Bradley is my uncle,” she said.  
"Do you know Tom Bradley?" she asked.  
"Tom Bradley!” she exclaimed.  
She said, “Tom Bradley is my uncle."  
"Tom Bradley is my uncle," she said, “my father's brother.”  
 
4. If a sentence of description replaces the tag, each full 
sentence should stand alone.  
 
”Tom Bradley is my uncle.” Jennifer turned to stare at the stranger. 
“He’s my father’s brother.”  
 
 
 
Revised from http://www.literacyrules.com/pdf/Punctuating%20Conversation.pdf 



Prepared for students at Hickman Charter School, 2012 

Basic Rules for Writing and Punctuating Dialogue 

1. Place quotation marks around the words that actually come out of the person’s mouth. 
"Writing is easy. All you have to do is cross out the wrong words," said Mark Twain. 

2. Place the comma inside closing quotation marks when the speaker's tag (the word such as 
“said”) follows the quotation.  
"Let's go," Gilda said.  

3. A comma after a tag preceding the quotation does not go inside a quotation mark.  
Harry said, "Come on, Ray. It'll be fun."  

4. Use quotation marks around each part of a divided quotation. Remember to set off the 
speaker's tag with commas.  
"I'm not sure," said Ray, "that I feel like it."  

5. Capitalize the first word of what the person actually says, no matter where it occurs in the 
sentence. 
Mariah’s mother asked her husband, “Where are you planning on keeping this elephant?” 

6. Place ending periods and commas inside the end quotation mark. 
Mariah said, “I want an elephant for my birthday.” 

7. Place proper punctuation at the end of the sentence. 
“I want an elephant for my birthday,” Mariah repeated. 

8. Establish the name of each speaker the first time that person speaks in the 
dialogue.  You do not need to repeat the speaker’s name throughout the dialogue or 
say he said, she said or he answered again and again. 

9. Avoid overusing the word “said” when writing dialogue.  

10. Each time a person speaks, begin a new paragraph. 
        Mariah stomped her foot and demanded, “I want an elephant for my birthday!” 
 
        “Certainly, honey,” her father replied. “Anything for my angel.” 

 
Added to and condensed from: 
http://teacherwriter.net/2009/02/25/how-to-use-proper-punctuation-when-writing-dialogue/ 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/writerschoice/rws/mslessons/grade6/lesson30/index.shtml 

http://teachers.henrico.k12.va.us/short_pump/douthit_c/Site/NarParDiag.html 

http://teacherwriter.net/2009/02/25/how-to-use-proper-punctuation-when-writing-dialogue/
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/writerschoice/rws/mslessons/grade6/lesson30/index.shtml
http://teachers.henrico.k12.va.us/short_pump/douthit_c/Site/NarParDiag.html
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